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MARQUETTE - The International Joint Commission is taking public comment until the end of next 
month on a consultants' review of progress on recommendations made in the 2000 commission 
report, "Protection of the Waters of the Great Lakes." 

The consultants' draft report analyzes the progress Great Lakes states and provinces have made 
over the last 10 years in defending the lakes from diversions, bulk exports and large-scale 
withdrawals within the basin. 

The public can comment on the draft report until June 30 either online or during a public webinar on 
Thursday. 

 

The International Joint Commission is taking comment on its Great Lakes protection plan that includes measures to safeguard the 

waters of the lakes, including Lake Superior, shown just east of Marquette. (Journal photo by Dave Schneider) 

The Canadian and U.S. governments asked the IJC to examine the issue of protecting the waters of 
the Great Lakes from diversions and bulk exports, following a controversial proposal by a private 
company to export Lake Superior water in tankers to Asia in 1998. 

The IJC issued its 2000 Protection of the Waters of the Great Lakes report in response, making 10 
major recommendations - largely directed at states and provinces - to conserve water and protect 
the lakes. 

The federal governments accepted the IJC's proposal to review the status of its recommendations 
after three years and every 10 years thereafter. The Commission released its first review in 2004; 
the current review marks the first of the 10-year reviews of recommendations. 

The 10-year review of recommendations was prepared by two leading experts, Ralph Pentland, 
president of Ralbet Enterprises, and Alex Mayer, professor of environmental and geological 
engineering at Michigan Tech University. 

Their key findings include policy gaps identified in 2000 have largely been filled; Great Lake states 
and provinces have made significant progress in implementing water conservation measures, 
primarily through the adoption of the 8-state Great Lakes Compact and a parallel agreement 
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including Ontario and Quebec; consumptive water uses of Great Lakes water have declined in the 

last decade; and ongoing management vigilance and additional scientific advances are required to 
maintain the positive momentum of the past decade. 

The IJC will consider comments received from the public and issue recommendations to 
Governments in September. 

For more information or to comment online, visit 
/ijc.org/en_/submit_comment_protection_of_the_waters. 
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